SANCTA MARIA COLLEGE
Year 8
2011  English Course Outline

The duration of each topic is a guide only.	
	Week
	Date
	
	Key Skills / Tasks
	Assessments  Goal Setting

	
	Term 1
	
	
	

	1
	1 -4 Feb
	Listen and respond to Factual Recounts
Reading Factual Recounts
Writing Factual Recounts

Formal Language: Revise editing using 5 step process

	Exercise Books set up (Introduction to Visual Language)



Spelling notebooks set up

Handwriting programme established

Formal Language programme established

Guided Reading Groups organised
Features of Report writing

Written Language expectations: drafting. reworking and publishing.
Using 5 step drafting process.


Close Reading of a set text & exploring features

	PAT Testing
Handwriting sample
Peters Spelling Test
Writing Sample (Recount)
Students set goals

	2
	7 - 11 Feb
	Guided Reading Groups begin
	
	Probe Tests of students below CA

	3
	14 - 18 Feb
	FL: Abstract & Collective Nouns
	
	

	4
	21 - 25 Feb
	FL: Verbs –Tense/Concord/Participles 
	
	

	5
	28 - 4 March
	Listen and respond to Factual Reports-podcasts, documentaries
Read Reports, Report to class
Writing Descriptions (Reports)
	
	

	6
	7 - 12 March
	
	
	Probe Test students at CA
(Prepare reading, writing, spelling progress information for Parent Evening)

	7
	14 – 18 March
	FL: Adverbs Comparative/Superlatives
	
	

	8
	21 – 25 Mar
	
	
	

	9
	28 March - 1 April
	
FL: Phrases & Clauses
Begin Novel Study
Writing study SEED structure

	
	

	10
	4-8 April
	
	
	Teacher Evaluation of  programme & student progress

	11
	11-15 April
	Writing Expository
	
	

	
	Term 2
	

	

	1
	2 – 6 May
	Guided Reading Groups reorganised
Continue Novel study
FL: Punctuation: paragraphing
	Introduction to SEED method in Writing

Writing & Delivering a persuasive Speech 

Continue regular  Spelling programme

Regular Handwriting Practise



 

	Students set new goals based on Term One results

	2
	9 – 13 May
	
	
	AsTTle Writing: Describe

	3
	16 – 20 May
	
	
	

	4
	23 – 27 May
	Speech Writing: Introduction to Argument
	
	

	5
	30 May – 3 June
	
	
	

	6
	7 -11 June
	Literacy Week Activities
	
	

	7
	13 – 17 June
	FL: Apostrophes
	
	Peters Spelling Test for reports

	8
	20 – 24 June
	
	
	Midyear Formal Language Test

	9
	27 June – 1July
	FL: Contractions
	
	Probe Test students below & at CA
Class Speeches
Teacher Evaluation

	10
	4 – 8 July
	
	
	

	11
	11 – 15 July
	FL: Abbreviations
	
	

	
	Term 3
	
	
	

	1
	1 – 5 August
	Guided Reading Groups: Exploring Poetic texts/study of a set poem. (ballad)
Listening & responding to poetic texts
FL: Poetic Devices
	Spelling Programme continues

Regular Handwriting continues

Close Reading & Analysis of  poetic texts including a set poem

Writing Poetry using set forms including sonnet, quatrains.

Exploring features of Creative writing
	Students set goal based on Term Two results

	2
	8 – 12 Aug
	
	
	Speech finals

	3
	15 – 19 Aug
	
	
	

	4
	22 – 26 Aug
	FL: Prepositions & Conjunctions
	
	

	5
	29 Aug – 2 Sept
	
	
	

	6
	6 – 9Sept
	FL: Types of Sentences
	
	

	7
	12 – 16 Sept
	Creative Writing: Extending use of poetic devices to prose
	
	Common Assessment Task (Poetry)

	8
	19-– 23 Sept
	
	
	Probe testing students at  & below CA

	9
	26-10 Sept
	FL: Prefixes & Suffixes
	
	

	10
	3-7  Oct
	
	
	Teacher Evaluation 

	
	Term 4
	
	

	1
	25 – 29 Oct
	Magazine Study: Exploring Visual Texts
Guided Reading Groups
Writing in a variety of genre for magazine.

	
Spelling 

Handwriting

Close Reading of Visual Texts

Writing in a variety of genre for a magazine 
	Students set goals with examination focus

	2
	31 – 4 Nov
	MIDDLE SCHOOL EXAMINATIONS ( AsTTle Reading.  AsTTle Writing, Formal Language)

	3
	7 – 11 Nov
	
Presenting Visual Images (advertisements, infographics, cartoons)


	
	Peters Spelling Test

	4
	14 – 18 Nov
	
	
	

	5
	21 - 25 Nov 
	
	
	

	6
	28 Nov – 2 Dec
	FL: Dictionary/Thesaurus skills
	
	

	7
	5 – 8 Dec
	
	
	Reflection and Evaluation by students and teachers.





